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Action Alert      May 11, 2021 

 
One pillar of President Bidens’ American Family Plan is to expand universal 

Pre-K.  A new study has presented evidence that early childhood education 

does help the boys and girls to mature with social and emotional 

intelligence.  The New York Times is reporting: 

“But test scores are mostly a means, not an end. More important than 

the scores are concrete measures of a student’s well-being. And by 

those measures, the students who won the lottery fared substantially 

better than those who lost it. 

The winners were less likely to be suspended in high school and less 

likely to be sentenced to juvenile incarceration. Nearly 70 percent of 

lottery winners graduated from high school, compared with 64 

percent of lottery losers, which is a substantial difference for two 

otherwise similar groups. The winners were also more likely to take 

the S.A.T., to enroll in college and — though the evidence is 

incomplete, because of the students’ age — to graduate from college. 

These positive effects were similar across racial groups and income 

groups.  They also spanned both sexes, with larger effects for both 

sexes, with larger effects for boys than girls.   The authors note that 

their findings are consistent with several other studies, which also 

found that early education had a bigger effect on long-term outcomes 

than short-term metrics.” 



While the jury is still out on whether Pre-K helps a student have better grades, 

NFDW can embrace the data that shows those students that participated in 

Early education stayed in school, graduated high school and continued with 

some form of higher education, including technology or a skilled trade and this is a 

primary importance.         

 
NFDW members are urged to help publicize the value of universal Pre-K. 

Actively support President Biden’s plan because our children will benefit from this 

opportunity. 

 

Below is the entire article: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

May 10, 2021 

 

by   David Leonhardt 

Good morning. Biden wants universal pre-K. A large new                                             

examines its likely effects. 
 

 

 

A pre-K classroom in Boston’s Brighton neighborhood in 2017.Craig F. Walker/The Boston Globe, via Getty Images 

 

Life outcomes, not test scores 

 

https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/-4oPJsffM9JtPV5_418yAA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRie4-eP0S-aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vYnkvZGF2aWQtbGVvbmhhcmR0P2NhbXBhaWduX2lkPTkmZW1jPWVkaXRfbm5fMjAyMTA1MTAmaW5zdGFuY2VfaWQ9MzA1Mjgmbmw9dGhlLW1vcm5pbmcmcmVnaV9pZD02NzkyODQ5MiZzZWdtZW50X2lkPTU3NjY3JnRlPTEmdXNlcl9pZD00NzhlYTYwMWNhMDQ3MzEwMGNjNjNjNTE1NGJjMTIxMVcDbnl0Qgpgkp4KmWCqPOi_UhlnYWlsYnVja25lckBiZWxsc291dGgubmV0WAQAAAAA


    In the late 1990s, Boston expanded its public pre-K program, but it did not have nearly enough 

spots for every 4-year-old in the city. So, it used a lottery to help determine which children could 

enroll. 

That lottery created an opportunity for academic researchers. It meant that thousands of otherwise 

similar children would have different life experiences based on random chance. And random 

chance is a powerful way for social scientists to study cause and effect. It may be the closest thing to 

a laboratory experiment in the real world. 

Pre-K was a particularly good subject to study, because there has been a long-running debate about 

how much it matters. In the 1960s and ’70s, studies of two small preschool programs — known as 

the Perry and Abecedarian programs — showed major benefits for the children who attended them. 

But some experts pointed out the two programs were of a higher quality than most pre-K 

programs. For that reason, a community that enacted universal pre-K could not expect to replicate 

the benefits of Perry and Abecedarian. 

The evidence about larger pre-K programs — like the federal Head Start program — was more 

mixed. Graduates of Head Start seemed to do better on math and reading tests during the early 

years of elementary school. As they got older, though, the positive effects often faded, leaving the 

value of universal pre-K unclear. 

This debate now has a new urgency. President Biden is calling for the federal government to 

subsidize state pre-K programs. About two-thirds of 4-year-olds and half of 3-year-olds now attend 

such programs. Biden wants to make them universally available, at an additional cost of about $20 

billion a year (or less than 1/30th of what the federal government spends on Medicare). He would 

pay for it by raising taxes on the wealthy. 

In today’s newsletter, I want to tell you about the results from the Boston pre-K study. They 

are being released this morning by three economists, from the University of Chicago, the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology and the University of California, Berkeley. 

A Head Start classroom in 1969.Ted Streshinsky/Corbis, via Getty Images 

 

Social and emotional skills 

Let’s start with the negative results: The Boston students who won the lottery did not do noticeably 

better on standardized tests in elementary school, middle school or high school, according to the 

https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/hjUHT_hsH7yu_Hgprj0MQQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRie4-eP0TnaHR0cHM6Ly9qb25ueXBoaWxsaXBzLmdpdGh1Yi5pby9GTFM2NDE1L0NsYXNzXzUvRHVubmluZyUyME5hdHVyYWwlMjBFeHBlcmltZW50cy5wZGY_Y2FtcGFpZ25faWQ9OSZlbWM9ZWRpdF9ubl8yMDIxMDUxMCZpbnN0YW5jZV9pZD0zMDUyOCZubD10aGUtbW9ybmluZyZyZWdpX2lkPTY3OTI4NDkyJnNlZ21lbnRfaWQ9NTc2NjcmdGU9MSZ1c2VyX2lkPTQ3OGVhNjAxY2EwNDczMTAwY2M2M2M1MTU0YmMxMjExVwNueXRCCmCSngqZYKo86L9SGWdhaWxidWNrbmVyQGJlbGxzb3V0aC5uZXRYBAAAAAA~
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/hjUHT_hsH7yu_Hgprj0MQQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRie4-eP0TnaHR0cHM6Ly9qb25ueXBoaWxsaXBzLmdpdGh1Yi5pby9GTFM2NDE1L0NsYXNzXzUvRHVubmluZyUyME5hdHVyYWwlMjBFeHBlcmltZW50cy5wZGY_Y2FtcGFpZ25faWQ9OSZlbWM9ZWRpdF9ubl8yMDIxMDUxMCZpbnN0YW5jZV9pZD0zMDUyOCZubD10aGUtbW9ybmluZyZyZWdpX2lkPTY3OTI4NDkyJnNlZ21lbnRfaWQ9NTc2NjcmdGU9MSZ1c2VyX2lkPTQ3OGVhNjAxY2EwNDczMTAwY2M2M2M1MTU0YmMxMjExVwNueXRCCmCSngqZYKo86L9SGWdhaWxidWNrbmVyQGJlbGxzb3V0aC5uZXRYBAAAAAA~
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/Wf1lOkNiiDzrZwVlWgzPXw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRie4-eP0TCaHR0cHM6Ly9oaWdoc2NvcGUub3JnL3BlcnJ5LXByZXNjaG9vbC1wcm9qZWN0Lz9jYW1wYWlnbl9pZD05JmVtYz1lZGl0X25uXzIwMjEwNTEwJmluc3RhbmNlX2lkPTMwNTI4Jm5sPXRoZS1tb3JuaW5nJnJlZ2lfaWQ9Njc5Mjg0OTImc2VnbWVudF9pZD01NzY2NyZ0ZT0xJnVzZXJfaWQ9NDc4ZWE2MDFjYTA0NzMxMDBjYzYzYzUxNTRiYzEyMTFXA255dEIKYJKeCplgqjzov1IZZ2FpbGJ1Y2tuZXJAYmVsbHNvdXRoLm5ldFgEAAAAAA~~
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/y0HSnGtX1pW6g5ekcUAYMw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRie4-eP0S_aHR0cHM6Ly9hYmMuZnBnLnVuYy5lZHUvYWJlY2VkYXJpYW4tcHJvamVjdD9jYW1wYWlnbl9pZD05JmVtYz1lZGl0X25uXzIwMjEwNTEwJmluc3RhbmNlX2lkPTMwNTI4Jm5sPXRoZS1tb3JuaW5nJnJlZ2lfaWQ9Njc5Mjg0OTImc2VnbWVudF9pZD01NzY2NyZ0ZT0xJnVzZXJfaWQ9NDc4ZWE2MDFjYTA0NzMxMDBjYzYzYzUxNTRiYzEyMTFXA255dEIKYJKeCplgqjzov1IZZ2FpbGJ1Y2tuZXJAYmVsbHNvdXRoLm5ldFgEAAAAAA~~
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/uuXBD3NhersbQX5u-15svQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRie4-eP4QcAWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNoYWxrYmVhdC5vcmcvMjAxOS84LzgvMjExMDg2MDIvYS1uZXctc3R1ZHktcXVlc3Rpb25zLXdoZXRoZXItaGVhZC1zdGFydC1zdGlsbC1wcm9kdWNlcy1sb25nLXJ1bi1nYWlucy1zZWVuLWluLXBhc3QtcmVzZWFyY2g_Y2FtcGFpZ25faWQ9OSZlbWM9ZWRpdF9ubl8yMDIxMDUxMCZpbnN0YW5jZV9pZD0zMDUyOCZubD10aGUtbW9ybmluZyZyZWdpX2lkPTY3OTI4NDkyJnNlZ21lbnRfaWQ9NTc2NjcmdGU9MSZ1c2VyX2lkPTQ3OGVhNjAxY2EwNDczMTAwY2M2M2M1MTU0YmMxMjExVwNueXRCCmCSngqZYKo86L9SGWdhaWxidWNrbmVyQGJlbGxzb3V0aC5uZXRYBAAAAAA~
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/uuXBD3NhersbQX5u-15svQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRie4-eP4QcAWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNoYWxrYmVhdC5vcmcvMjAxOS84LzgvMjExMDg2MDIvYS1uZXctc3R1ZHktcXVlc3Rpb25zLXdoZXRoZXItaGVhZC1zdGFydC1zdGlsbC1wcm9kdWNlcy1sb25nLXJ1bi1nYWlucy1zZWVuLWluLXBhc3QtcmVzZWFyY2g_Y2FtcGFpZ25faWQ9OSZlbWM9ZWRpdF9ubl8yMDIxMDUxMCZpbnN0YW5jZV9pZD0zMDUyOCZubD10aGUtbW9ybmluZyZyZWdpX2lkPTY3OTI4NDkyJnNlZ21lbnRfaWQ9NTc2NjcmdGU9MSZ1c2VyX2lkPTQ3OGVhNjAxY2EwNDczMTAwY2M2M2M1MTU0YmMxMjExVwNueXRCCmCSngqZYKo86L9SGWdhaWxidWNrbmVyQGJlbGxzb3V0aC5uZXRYBAAAAAA~
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/TxKZBt64-xNk9veqD8-4jg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRie4-eP4QCAWh0dHBzOi8vcG92ZXJ0eS51Y2RhdmlzLmVkdS9wb2xpY3ktYnJpZWYvc2hvcnQtcnVuLWZhZGUtb3V0LWhlYWQtc3RhcnQtYW5kLWltcGxpY2F0aW9ucy1sb25nLXJ1bi1lZmZlY3RpdmVuZXNzP2NhbXBhaWduX2lkPTkmZW1jPWVkaXRfbm5fMjAyMTA1MTAmaW5zdGFuY2VfaWQ9MzA1Mjgmbmw9dGhlLW1vcm5pbmcmcmVnaV9pZD02NzkyODQ5MiZzZWdtZW50X2lkPTU3NjY3JnRlPTEmdXNlcl9pZD00NzhlYTYwMWNhMDQ3MzEwMGNjNjNjNTE1NGJjMTIxMVcDbnl0Qgpgkp4KmWCqPOi_UhlnYWlsYnVja25lckBiZWxsc291dGgubmV0WAQAAAAA
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/etea6_L0OL7i0qo0IZXeyg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRie4-eP0TRaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZS9iaWRlbi1yZXNjdWUtZmFtaWx5LXBsYW4uaHRtbD9jYW1wYWlnbl9pZD05JmVtYz1lZGl0X25uXzIwMjEwNTEwJmluc3RhbmNlX2lkPTMwNTI4Jm5sPXRoZS1tb3JuaW5nJnJlZ2lfaWQ9Njc5Mjg0OTImc2VnbWVudF9pZD01NzY2NyZ0ZT0xJnVzZXJfaWQ9NDc4ZWE2MDFjYTA0NzMxMDBjYzYzYzUxNTRiYzEyMTFXA255dEIKYJKeCplgqjzov1IZZ2FpbGJ1Y2tuZXJAYmVsbHNvdXRoLm5ldFgEAAAAAA~~
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/gFYCjsXU_j7Nnx5QuuRDgA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRie4-eP0TvaHR0cHM6Ly9zZWlpLm1pdC5lZHUvcmVzZWFyY2gvc3R1ZHkvdGhlLWxvbmctdGVybS1lZmZlY3RzLW9mLXVuaXZlcnNhbC1wcmVzY2hvb2wtaW4tYm9zdG9uLz9jYW1wYWlnbl9pZD05JmVtYz1lZGl0X25uXzIwMjEwNTEwJmluc3RhbmNlX2lkPTMwNTI4Jm5sPXRoZS1tb3JuaW5nJnJlZ2lfaWQ9Njc5Mjg0OTImc2VnbWVudF9pZD01NzY2NyZ0ZT0xJnVzZXJfaWQ9NDc4ZWE2MDFjYTA0NzMxMDBjYzYzYzUxNTRiYzEyMTFXA255dEIKYJKeCplgqjzov1IZZ2FpbGJ1Y2tuZXJAYmVsbHNvdXRoLm5ldFgEAAAAAA~~


three researchers, Guthrie Gray-Lobe, Parag Pathak and Christopher Walters. These findings are 

consistent with the mixed evidence on Head Start. 

But test scores are mostly a means, not an end. More important than the scores are concrete 

measures of a student’s well-being. And by those measures, the students who won the lottery fared 

substantially better than those who lost it. 

The winners were less likely to be suspended in high school and less likely to be sentenced to 

juvenile incarceration. Nearly 70 percent of lottery winners graduated from high school, compared 

with 64 percent of lottery losers, which is a substantial difference for two otherwise similar groups. 

The winners were also more likely to take the S.A.T., to enroll in college and — though the evidence 

is incomplete, because of the students’ age — to graduate from college. 

These positive effects were similar across racial groups and income groups. They also spanned both 

sexes, with larger effects for boys than girls. The authors note that their findings are consistent 

with several other studies, which also found that early education had a bigger effect on long-term 

outcomes than short-term metrics. 

How could pre-K have these positive effects without lifting test scores? It seems to improve 

children’s social and emotional skills and help them mature more than it helps in a narrow 

academic sense, the researchers told me. 

The findings are a reminder of how complex a process schooling is. We can’t simply give up on test 

scores. Measurement and accountability are vital parts of education, just as they are with most 

human endeavors. Without them, society ends up tolerating a lot of mediocrity and failure. But 

measurement often needs to be nuanced to be accurate. 

“An important implication of our study,” Walters, a Berkeley economist, said, “is that modern 

large-scale public preschool programs can improve educational attainment.” 

For more: How child care became a top issue in Biden’s Washington, by The Times’s Emily Peck; 

and why Republicans are abandoning their past support for universal child care, by Elliot Haspel, in 

The Washington Post. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/ytcvfO0KHMMhaaQYus8lvQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRie4-eP0TcaHR0cHM6Ly9lcXVpdGFibGVncm93dGgub3JnL2xlYXJuaW5nLXZhcmlhdGlvbi1lZmZlY3RpdmVuZXNzLWhlYWQtc3RhcnQvP2NhbXBhaWduX2lkPTkmZW1jPWVkaXRfbm5fMjAyMTA1MTAmaW5zdGFuY2VfaWQ9MzA1Mjgmbmw9dGhlLW1vcm5pbmcmcmVnaV9pZD02NzkyODQ5MiZzZWdtZW50X2lkPTU3NjY3JnRlPTEmdXNlcl9pZD00NzhlYTYwMWNhMDQ3MzEwMGNjNjNjNTE1NGJjMTIxMVcDbnl0Qgpgkp4KmWCqPOi_UhlnYWlsYnVja25lckBiZWxsc291dGgubmV0WAQAAAAA
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/OIU3l897HuzSI2LtQ3RIcw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRie4-eP0TmaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvb2tpbmdzLmVkdS9yZXNlYXJjaC90aGUtbG9uZy10ZXJtLWltcGFjdC1vZi10aGUtaGVhZC1zdGFydC1wcm9ncmFtLz9jYW1wYWlnbl9pZD05JmVtYz1lZGl0X25uXzIwMjEwNTEwJmluc3RhbmNlX2lkPTMwNTI4Jm5sPXRoZS1tb3JuaW5nJnJlZ2lfaWQ9Njc5Mjg0OTImc2VnbWVudF9pZD01NzY2NyZ0ZT0xJnVzZXJfaWQ9NDc4ZWE2MDFjYTA0NzMxMDBjYzYzYzUxNTRiYzEyMTFXA255dEIKYJKeCplgqjzov1IZZ2FpbGJ1Y2tuZXJAYmVsbHNvdXRoLm5ldFgEAAAAAA~~
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/newsletter/ItLDZ2llX9g8GxQ4fSCHDA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRie4-eP0TkaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAyMS8wNS8wOS9idXNpbmVzcy9jaGlsZC1jYXJlLWluZnJhc3RydWN0dXJlLWJpZGVuLmh0bWw_Y2FtcGFpZ25faWQ9OSZlbWM9ZWRpdF9ubl8yMDIxMDUxMCZpbnN0YW5jZV9pZD0zMDUyOCZubD10aGUtbW9ybmluZyZyZWdpX2lkPTY3OTI4NDkyJnNlZ21lbnRfaWQ9NTc2NjcmdGU9MSZ1c2VyX2lkPTQ3OGVhNjAxY2EwNDczMTAwY2M2M2M1MTU0YmMxMjExVwNueXRCCmCSngqZYKo86L9SGWdhaWxidWNrbmVyQGJlbGxzb3V0aC5uZXRYBAAAAAA~
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/YAnuTfwvsL-Kwkps67_0cg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRie4-eP4Q8AWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lndhc2hpbmd0b25wb3N0LmNvbS9vdXRsb29rL2NoaWxkLWNhcmUtaGFzLWJpcGFydGlzYW4tc3VwcG9ydC1idXQtdGhlLWN1bHR1cmUtd2FyLWNvdWxkLXdyZWNrLXRoYXQvMjAyMS8wNS8wNS82MjYyNGQ5OC1hYzM0LTExZWItYWI0Yy05ODY1NTVhMWM1MTFfc3RvcnkuaHRtbD9jYW1wYWlnbl9pZD05JmVtYz1lZGl0X25uXzIwMjEwNTEwJmluc3RhbmNlX2lkPTMwNTI4Jm5sPXRoZS1tb3JuaW5nJnJlZ2lfaWQ9Njc5Mjg0OTImc2VnbWVudF9pZD01NzY2NyZ0ZT0xJnVzZXJfaWQ9NDc4ZWE2MDFjYTA0NzMxMDBjYzYzYzUxNTRiYzEyMTFXA255dEIKYJKeCplgqjzov1IZZ2FpbGJ1Y2tuZXJAYmVsbHNvdXRoLm5ldFgEAAAAAA~~


 

 

 

  
 


